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BURNED: ‘THIS WON'T BE THE LAST TINE’

LD FIRE’S SCARS

MARK ZALESKL/THE PRESS-ENTERPRISE

Ernest Garcia, 77, of San Bernardino, lost his 3,700-square-foot hillside home in the 0ld Fire three years ago, but he was able to

retrieve some burnt items, which he framed and displayed in his new home.
after fatal blaze

Fears, empty lots linger three years

BY DARRELL R. SANTSCHI
AND GHRIS RICHARD -

THE PRESS-ENTERPRISE
indy LeClair looked out from her
newly rebuilt home in the Del
Rosa neighborhood of north San

Bernardino and saw clouds of .

reddish brown smoke billowing from the
Esperanza Fire 15 miles away.

“T'he Santa Anas keep coming and
there are people out there who are
pyromaniacs,” she said by phone in a
nervous-seunding voice. “The emotional
thing is the hardest. I have a fear that this

won’t be the last time.”

Three years ago last week, the Old Fire
roared through her neighborhood on its
way to scorching 91,281 acres in the
mountains, foothills and flatlands of San
Bernardino County. Left in its wake were
six deaths, 976 destroyed homes and

160,000 evacuated people.

In Del Rosa, a mixture of city and
unincorporated territory, the fire incine-
rated more than 500 houses, including
LeClair’s. The community still shows the
physical and emotionalisears: =7

“Three hundred houses burned down”

in the city’s portion of Del Rosa, fellow El
Camino Drive victim Marcey Stanton
said, “and there are 300 different stories
to tell.” ,

Like her neighbor, Stanton rebuilt her
home. Two of seven lots on the block
remain vacant.

Some residents quickly rebuilt. Others
moved away. Still others want to rebuild,
but are mired in stricter building codes
and battles with their insurance compa-
nies.

. % Many were underinsured and can’t

afford to rebuild, she said.
See OLD FIRE/BS







